
  

 

The Subtle Steps to Spiritual Ruin 
Lessons from the LIFE and DECLINE of King Saul 1 Samuel Chris Mueller 5-24-2020 

 

Introduction:  
 
#1 Doing the     things the wrong way  
 

1 Samuel 13:8-11 Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed time set by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the 
people were scattering from him. So Saul said, "Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering. 
And it came about as soon as he finished offering the burnt offering, that behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him and to greet 
him. But Samuel said, "What have you done?' And Saul said, "Because I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not 
come within the appointed days, and that the Philistines were assembling at Michmash...” 

 
#2 No longer seeking God       
 

1 Samuel 14:19 And it happened while Saul talked to the priest, that the commotion in the camp of the Philistines continued and increased; 
so Saul said to the priest, "Withdraw your hand." 

 
#3 Making excuses for        
 

1 Samuel 15:20-23 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I did obey the voice of the Lord, and went on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and have 
brought back Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the people took some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, 
the choicest of the things devoted to destruction to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal." And Samuel said, "Has the Lord as much delight 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has 
also rejected you from being king. 

  
 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.  

  
#4 Fearing what others might      
 

1 Samuel 15:30 Then he said, "I have sinned; but please honor me now before the elders of my people and before Israel, and go back with 
me, that I may worship the Lord your God. 

  
Proverbs 29:25 The fear of man is a snare. 

 
 

#5 Hiding from your      
 

1 Samuel 17:32-33 And David said to Saul, "Let no man's heart fail on account of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine." Then 
Saul said to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth while he has been a warrior from his 
youth.” 

 
#6 Not recognizing your own     
 

1 Samuel 18:8 Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, "They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to 
me they have ascribed thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?" 

   
 

#7 Becoming your own       
 
 
1 Samuel 19:1 Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his servants to put David to death. But Jonathan, Saul's son, greatly delighted in David.    

 



  

 

#8 Showing a false       
 

1 Samuel 24:16-22 Now it came about when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, "Is this your voice, my son 
David?" Then Saul lifted up his voice and wept. And he said to David, "You are more righteous than I; for you have dealt well with me, while 
I have dealt wickedly with you. And you have declared today that you have done good to me, that the Lord delivered me into your hand and 
yet you did not kill me. For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safely? May the Lord therefore reward you with good in return 
for what you have done to me this day. And now, behold, I know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 
established in your hand. So now swear to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my 
name from my father's household." And David swore to Saul, and Saul went to his home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold. 
 
1 Samuel 26:2 So Saul arose and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having with him three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search for 
David in the wilderness of Ziph.  

   

2 Corinthians 7:11 For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow has produced in you, what vindication of yourselves, what 
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent of the 
matter. 

 
 
#9 Following a false                 
 

1 Samuel 28: 5-7 When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was afraid and his heart trembled greatly. When Saul inquired of the Lord, 
the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, "Seek for me a woman who is a 
medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her." And his servants said to him, "Behold, there is woman who is a medium at Endor." 

 

 
 
#10 Choosing to        
 

1 Samuel 31:4 Then Saul said to his armor bearer, "Draw your sword and pierce me through with it, lest these uncircumcised come and 
pierce me through and make sport of me." But his armor bearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it. 

 
Three Challenges: 
 

Challenge A - Discover and      a “step” when it’s YOU 
 

John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 
Joshua 7:19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I implore you, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give praise to Him;  
and tell me now what you have done. Do not hide it from me.”  

 
 

Challenge B - Lovingly determine which step each person in the family is most     to  
 
  
Challenge C - The only sure way of preventing the steps which lead to ruin is to turn to Christ and be held 

    by Him  
 
  Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  
 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR GROWTH IN CHRIST 
1.  Why is it so difficult to catch yourself in subtle compromise? 
2.  What is the greatest preventative measure a Christian can take to not fall into ruin? 
3.  Which step in Saul's life is most often followed by Christians today? 
4.  Which step are you currently battling with and what steps will you take this week to not follow that path? 

 
 
 

 

 Sermon audio from today and past Sundays can be found at media.faith-bible.net, in our sermon podcast, 
“Faith Bible Church Sermons", and inside of the Faith Bible Church App. 


