
 

The Parents of the Church Family 
1 Peter 5:1 

 

Introduction: 

 
1 Timothy 3:5 but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God? 

  
1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a 
partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not 
under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as 
lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of 
you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE 
  

 1st To   , support, follow and obey your leaders 
1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have 
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. 
Live in peace with one another.  
Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, 
imitate their faith.17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  

  

 2nd To be a     family member  

 3rd To affirm God’s leadership     

 4th To challenge you in your role as a    and DISCIPLER 
 5th To deepen your     for Christ's Bride 

  

#1 What should the church family L    FOR in Elders 
 

 1st The        of Elders 
Acts 11:30 And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.   
Acts 14:23a When they had appointed elders for them in every church, …. 
Titus 1:5  For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I 
directed you,  
1 Timothy 3:1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.  
Titus 1:9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in 
sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.  
Hebrews 13:17a Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account.  

 

 2nd The       of Elders 
 
 

 3rd The      of Elders 
 

  1-Elders are mature      who shepherd God’s flock… 
Acts 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers to 
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  

  

  2-Elders are spiritually     
1 Timothy 5:22 Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thereby share responsibility for the sins of others; keep 
yourself free from sin.  

  

  3-Elders are spiritually       
1 Timothy 3:1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 
2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money. 4 He must be one who 
manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become 
conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the 
church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  

 



 

  4-Elders are     
2 the husband of one wife  
 
 
 

 

  5-Elders are a       
Titus 1:5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint ELDERS in every city  
Acts 20:17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the ELDERS of the church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-Elders function in       
Philippians 2:2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 
purpose.  

 
 

 4th The       of Elders to the Church Family 

 
  

#2 What motivations do Elders L      FOR? 
 
 

 1st True elders passionately seek to live      
John 21:15–17 15… Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He said 
to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do 
you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2nd True Elders focus on the     of Christ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 3rd True Elders long for      now 
Matthew 17:2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as 
light. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  

 

 

 
1 Do you think God intends for you to be an    ? 
 1-A passionate desire  

 2-Integrity and character  

 3-Faithfully shepherd God’s people  

 4-Bible saturated  

 
 

2 Are you alert to the greatest     to spiritual leadership?  
 

3 Are you a great    ?; They make the best leaders 

  

4 Are you continually aware you     live for Christ?   
 

 It is not longer I who lives, but     lives in me 

 



 

The Parents of the Church Family 
1 Peter 5:1 

 

Introduction: 

 
1 Timothy 3:5 but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God? 

  
1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a 
partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not 
under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as 
lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of 
you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE 
  

 1st To PRAY, support, follow and obey your leaders 
1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have 
charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. 
Live in peace with one another.  
Hebrews 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, 
imitate their faith.17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  

  

 2nd To be a BETTER family member  

 3rd To affirm God’s leadership STYLE 

 4th To challenge you in your role as a DAD and DISCIPLER 
 5th To deepen your AFFECTION for Christ's Bride 

  

#1 What should the church family L-OOK FOR in Elders 
 

 1st The IMPORTANCE of Elders 
Acts 11:30 And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.   
Acts 14:23a When they had appointed elders for them in every church, …. 
Titus 1:5  For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I 
directed you,  
1 Timothy 3:1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do.  
Titus 1:9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in 
sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.  
Hebrews 13:17a Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account.  

 

 2nd The ACTION of Elders 
 
 

 3rd The STYLE of Elders 
 

  1-Elders are mature OVERSEERS who shepherd God’s flock… 
Acts 20:28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers to 
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  

  

  2-Elders are spiritually CHOSEN 
1 Timothy 5:22 Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thereby share responsibility for the sins of others; keep 
yourself free from sin.  

  

  3-Elders are spiritually QUALIFIED  
1 Timothy 3:1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 
2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of money. 4 He must be one who 
manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to 
manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become 
conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the 
church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  

 



 

  4-Elders are MEN  
2 the husband of one wife  
 
 
 

 

  5-Elders are a PLURALITY  
Titus 1:5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint ELDERS in every city  
Acts 20:17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the ELDERS of the church.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-Elders function in UNANIMITY  
Philippians 2:2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 
purpose.  

 
 

 4th The INTIMACY of Elders to the Church Family 

 
  

#2 What motivations do Elders L-ONG FOR? 
 
 

 1st True elders passionately seek to live HUMBLY  
John 21:15–17 15… Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He said 
to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do 
you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2nd True Elders focus on the CROSS of Christ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 3rd True Elders long for ETERNITY now 
Matthew 17:2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as 
light. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  

 

 

 
1 Do you think God intends for you to be an ELDER? 
 1-A passionate desire  

 2-Integrity and character  

 3-Faithfully shepherd God’s people  

 4-Bible saturated  

 
 

2 Are you alert to the greatest THREAT to spiritual leadership?  
 

3 Are you a great SERVANT?; They make the best leaders 

  

4 Are you continually aware you CAN’T live for Christ?   
 

 It is not longer I who lives, but Christ lives in me 
 


