
 
 

Squaring off with the other side 
Motivation through opposition 1 Peter 4:4-6 

Introduction: 
1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of 
men, but for the will of God. 3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the 
Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable 
idolatries.  
   
4 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign 
you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For the gospel has for this 
purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in 
the spirit according to the will of God.  

  
 #1 Their reaction against  
   your genuine Christian lifestyle:      4 

 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come.  

 
Titus 3:3–5 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4But when the kindness of God our 
Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5He saved us, … 

  
 
 1st Surprised you don’t     with them anymore 4a 
  

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”  

  
Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  

 
Luke 15:13 … the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and 
there he squandered his estate with loose living. ESV reckless living 

 
 
 
 
 2nd They were     , so they maligned you 4b 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

#2 Never forget their eternal      :  
  they will answer for their lifestyle 5 
 
 1st They will have to answer to Christ as their     5a 
 

  1 PERSONAL –  
 

  2 SOON –  
Hebrews 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  

 

 
Revelation 20:11–15 11Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were 
judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.    

  3 CERTAIN - 
James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  

  
 2nd They will have to answer whether they are living or    5b 
 
 
#3 Remember your greatest blessing:  
   you have been       by the gospel 6 
 
 
The answer lies in your … 
 INTERNAL       -  
 

        –  
 

        –  
 

 THE       -  
 
QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
1What are some ways in which you are not prepared to suffer?  What can you do to make sure you are ready when suffering comes? 
2In what ways is your pursuit of pleasure the same as your non-Christian friends, family, and coworkers? How might you turn away 
from those pleasures this week and, instead, turn toward Christ? 
3In what ways does the gospel prepare us to suffer?  What are the motivations, hopes, and promises we have in the gospel? 
4Suffering causes us to focus on the important things in life, while pleasure often distracts us from those things, giving Satan an 
opportunity with us. What areas do you need to repent of in your life? 
5 Am I certain I am a Christ follower? Does it show in my desire to obey Christ by sacrificial giving, faithfully attending worship and 
serving faithfully in ministry? If not, why not? 
 

Sermon audio from today and past weeks can be found at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 



 
 

Squaring off with the other side 
Motivation through opposition 1 Peter 4:4-6 

Introduction: 
1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of 
men, but for the will of God. 3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the 
Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable 
idolatries.  
   
4 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign 
you; 5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For the gospel has for this 
purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in 
the spirit according to the will of God.  

  
 #1 Their reaction against  
   your genuine Christian lifestyle: SURPRISE 4 

 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come.  

 
Titus 3:3–5 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 4But when the kindness of God our 
Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5He saved us, … 

  
 
 1st Surprised you don’t SIN with them anymore 4a 
  

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”  

  
Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  

 
Luke 15:13 … the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and 
there he squandered his estate with loose living. ESV reckless living 

 
 
 
 
 2nd They were CONVICTED, so they maligned you 4b 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

#2 Never forget their eternal DANGER:  
  they will answer for their lifestyle 5 
 
 1st They will have to answer to Christ as their JUDGE 5a 
 

  1 PERSONAL –  
 

  2 SOON –  
Hebrews 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  

 

 
Revelation 20:11–15 11Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were 
judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.    

  3 CERTAIN - 
James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  

  
 2nd They will have to answer whether they are living or DEAD 5b 
 
 
#3 Remember your greatest blessing:  
   you have been RESCUED by the gospel 6 
 
 
The answer lies in your … 
 INTERNAL TRANSFORMATION -  
 

 SUBSTITUTE –  
 

 ETERNITY –  
 

 THE GOSPEL -  
 
QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
1What are some ways in which you are not prepared to suffer?  What can you do to make sure you are ready when suffering comes? 
2In what ways is your pursuit of pleasure the same as your non-Christian friends, family, and coworkers? How might you turn away 
from those pleasures this week and, instead, turn toward Christ? 
3In what ways does the gospel prepare us to suffer?  What are the motivations, hopes, and promises we have in the gospel? 
4Suffering causes us to focus on the important things in life, while pleasure often distracts us from those things, giving Satan an 
opportunity with us. What areas do you need to repent of in your life? 
5 Am I certain I am a Christ follower? Does it show in my desire to obey Christ by sacrificial giving, faithfully attending worship and 
serving faithfully in ministry? If not, why not? 
 

Sermon audio from today and past weeks can be found at media.faith-bible.net or you can pick up today’s message on CD at the book table 
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